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hike Senate of the United States, May 10, Is Is..On na

the hill to enable the President to take temporary mil- |Ci

itary possession of Vucatan. th

Mr. CASS addressed the Senate as follows he
Mr. President: Before I proceed to the direct con- "ji

lideration o! the subject b. fore the Senate, I beg leave to '<

recall a remark made by the honorable senator from Con- th
necticut in ttie discussion of yesterday, and to correct an "U

error into which I think he has fallen. In deprecating an

the prompt action ot Congress in this matter, the honor- cv

able senator justified our delay by the delay of the Exec- Bi
utive, and I thought with an appearance of harshness, if ro

not of severity, lie said the subject had been before the of
President for some weeks, perhaps for some months, with- of
out any decision and lie seemed to draw the conclusion, l»b
that we might now require an equal time to determine
upon our legislative course. There is an essential differ- a®1

ence, however, between the action of the execative and sti

of the legislative departments upon this subject. I be- an

lievs it is about two months since the melancholy state of Wl

things in Yucutan was first made known to this govern- |ni
ment, and its interposition implored. It was a new qtiestion,involving very serioue considerations. We all feel of
this, lor they are pressed noon us more and more at 1"
tvery step of our progress. However urgent were the of
claims ol humanity, the necessary information for (lis- ra

creet action was not in the |K>ssession of the Executive, no

The commissioner of Yucatan had indeed made hin rep- ai

resentation ; hut it required to be fortified by less partial th
information.by the reports and opinions of our own Ei
officers, who were acting upon the coasts of that coun- th
try, and who were acquainted with its present pr
condition, and the causes that led to it. Well, sir, it I'a
took time to procure these facts through this channel, and, St
... ..win ns lliev were nrocured. the President determined he
upon his course, and transmitted the message now under lh
ilt-liberation. Certainly gentlemen do not desire the same te
time to discuss sach a question :is this, as was necessarily mi

consumed in the collection of information. The great E'
points ot the case are before us, and the application now
comes, not merely from the Vucatese commissioner, but an

from the legislative department of the government in a tu
solemn decree, and from the Executive of the country, rej
It is a case of overwhelming, overpowering necessity, he
While we are deliberating, the sad action is going on ; lol
and however prompt we may now be, we may not be
prompt enough for the circumstances. The fate of the if
country may be decided before we can send any relief. ''G
At any rate, let us redeem ourselves from the reproach of re|

indifference or unnecessary delay. This is one of those «ri

great cases for human action, where to do well is to do
promptly, and where too much caution will show that ca

we are unequal to the ]*ositioti in which we find our- de
selves placed. nri

I need not recall the condition of Yucatan. The mes- '1"
-age itself, with the accompanying documents, the infor- a"

nation which daily reaches us through the public jour- ft
tials, and the discussion here, have put us in possession "e

of the true stale of things in that unhappy country. It is l.hi
divided between the two races of Spanish and of abori- foi
ginal descent, and the Indians have obtained the superi- ha
ority.have descended from the high country upon the rut

low, and are driving the white race before thein to deatli o|1

or to the ocean. It is a war, if that can be called a war, frt
where the fighting seems to be all upon one side, of destruc- 15°
lion and extermination. Not figuratively, because here and an

there a man is killed or a plantation laid waste, but lite- ai)

rally, rigidly; for nothing is spared, neither man nor his ar<

works, and fire and the sword accompany the Indian dp
army, and do their work without pity as without remorse, dii
An), under such circumstances, is a duty of humanity, Ui
which no one in this country calls in question. But, Stt
owing to the |>eculiar features of our own constitution, ne

many doubt whether this government has the power to co

grant it. Though I believe, sir, we may clearly interpose co

in such an extreme case of national suffering, as was th<
done many years since for Caraccas; yet, as this ques- thi
lion docs not lie in my way, I shall not turn aside to seek de
it. All may hold the claims of humanity to be a strong 'cai
inducement for action, when conjoined with other mo- per
lives for legislative interposition, which render our action gei
equally constitutional and expedient. This question inti- cy
mately connects itsell witu the prosperity and (I had at- we

moet said) the safety of our country. We have reached Wt
one of those epochs in tlie progress of nations to which of
the historian looks hack with interest, and whence he otl
traces much of the good or evil they encounter in their an

career,.one of those epochs which impress themselves eip
upon the character of a country, and when vigorous we

counsels are equally dictated by justice and by wisdom, ret
while timid arid irresolute measures are sure to be fol- tin
lowed by i>olitical weakness and by the contempt of the to
world. lj><
The principle advanced by Mr. Monroe, many years liv

since, in two of his messages to Congress, which de- no

nounced any future attempt of the European powers to us

establish new colonies in this country, has been brought
into this discussion, and, in fact, necessarily connects it- tie
self with it. This principle has been reasserted by the an

present Executive, upon the same general considerations pa
which influenced the action of his predecessor. It was pr<
a wise measure, fully justified by received principles of ou
the law of nations and by the actual circumstances of is
our country. The honorable senator from Connecticut sir
[Mr. iNii.es] considers the reiteration of the principle by as:
the present Executive, and perhaps its original annun- th<
nation by Mr. Monroe, as tlie claim of a right to regulate Be
all the affairs of this continent, so far as respects Europe- ad
ans. but this, sir, is an entire misconception of the whole ad
subject. It has, however, prevailed somewhat exten- m;

uvely, both here ami elsewhere, though it seems to me thi
that the slightest consideration of the messages referred to wt

would have corrected, or rather prevented, this flagrant ch
error. Neither of these Presidents, the past nor the wc

present, assumed to interfere with any existing rights of we

other nations tijron this continent. Neither of them up
faiied in question their right to hold and improve the wi
colonies they possessed, at their own pleasure. Such an Ih
assumption would have been equally obtrusive and in- ari
eliectu.il; and how the opinion could have prevailed that sis
it has been advanced, no one can tell, for in the docu- Er
inents ihemselves the true doctrine is cautiously guarded Ce
and existing rights considered as unassailable. The ob- tin
ject which these statesmen had in view was to prevent lie
the recolonigation of any portion of this hemisphere; to dia
announce to the world, that when any of the colonies ho
planted upon it escaped from European thraldom, they de
should not be again subjected to that comparatively as

humiliating condition. The Spanish colonies had sha- phken otl the yoke of Spain, and had asserted their to
independence. The struggle had been going on some cai
time, and it was apparent to ail the world, except sel
to the world of Spanish obstinacy, that, if not pre- th«
vent'.d by external force, it would terminate, as it has or

terminated, in their admission into the great family of th(
nations It was obvious that European complications aci
might arise, in cnlts<Miiu>nrr> nf llio noffftftitw ft nf Snain.
and of her recklessness in pushing the contest, which am
might affect the fate of these countries. French or Eng- wt
lish assistance might he asked for, and rights conveyed wi
which would induce these powers to lake part in the mi

struggle, with a view to take part in the spoils that might all
result from it. This was the evil foreseen, and the dec- coi
laration of this country was one of the remedies to avert fai
d On this, as upon many other occasions, we halted in ou
our course, and did not come up to our own work. Such rei
declarations as those referred to, when made by the head tin
of a European nation, are made authoritatively, because wihe who pronounces them lias the power to enforce them, poiI'liey become settled maxims of policy, and otlier nations lot
are aware that they cannot he interfered with, excent at wi
the hazard of war. But it is lar different here, (ireat he
principles of conduct depend essentially upon public sentiment,and can only be enforced by the action of Con- sal
grcss. Public sentiment in this country has, I believe, with aoi
unusual unanimity., approved this principle; biitCongress ouhas never, by action or declaration, given it the sanction of thi
its authority. It has rested, therefore, barren among our puarchives, only to bear fruit when the legislature of the otl
country adopts it as its own. My honorable friend from cait>hio, [Mr. Am.k.n,] with that sagacity and energy which thimark his political course, seeing this state of things, anil sirfpresceing its consequences, endeavored some two years ursince to draw the attention of Congress to this subject, and foito procure its authoritative action. But he failed.not, I dehowever, from the want of those exertions which ought a
to have insured success; and we have come down to the 'h
present day with this great principle.recommended, in- av
'feed, hut not assorteil, by the only body which has the "i
l>ower to give effect to the assertion. -v
Mr. President, a few brief reflections will, I think, sat- ar

'*(>'us that this measure is as just as it is important; and re
low, when wc must discard or embrace it, it is our duty ra
to examine the considerations which are connected with ui
't. That law which regulates the intercommunication of in
nations, is not rigid and stationary. It rents, indeed, upon in
certain fundamental principles of right and wrong; nut
many of its principles change with thechangra of nations, toand accommodate themselves to the progress of society P*nd to the existing opinions of mankind. Illustrations of li]this principle are lamiliar to every reader of modern his- ditory. They are to be found in the questions which have pi

on agitated about the Baltic.; the Black sea; the righiEngland, claimeil anct exercined at one time, to control
e navigation of what she called her narrow seas; about
e equally absurd claim of Spain, which she actually
iforced for many years, to prevent the vessels ot hei
itions from sailing within the neighborhood of her Amer
m colonies ; and about the right «f the l'ope to partition
e new continent among the powers oT the old. I have not
ul lime to advert to the historical authorities, but 1 am

rongly impressed with the conviction, that when the
irtuguesr government hail been transiei red to Brazil, and
e permanent condition of the two countries became the
ibject ot consideration in Europe, it was contended,
id, 1 believe, admitted, that the two nations must be
entually separated if the government remained in
azil, as the principle could not he admitted that Eupeannations might become the colonial establishments
the American powers. This was assumed as a kind
family law belonging to the nations of that liemisere,necessarily arising out of their condition.
When this continent was first"settled, its true destiny
ems never to have occurred even to the most sagacious
itesmall. The colonial establishments were formed
id settled for the purpose of commerce and profit, and
ere held only for the benefit of the metropolitan govern
ents. The memory of this condition of tilings survives
the word plantations, yet retained as the name of one
our States, and indicating the object of its early estabihmcnt;and, in the term general court, the appellation
the legislature of several members of the confede*

cy, identical with the name of the directing power of large
rporations 111 England.such as the East India Company
id the Hudson's Bay Company.and which belonged to
e corporations whose powers were transferred to New
ngland, but without the slightest apparent conception of
e true consequences that were to follow. This utilitarian
inciple is manifest in the whole course of English legistion,and of Executive-administration, respecting these
ates, then colonies of that country. Why, sir, it has
:en said.rather I suppose in illustration and reproach,
an as a literal fact, but still true enough to a great exnt.thateven a horse-shoe nail could not, by law, lie
ide in America, but must be manufactured in England,
very war in Europe was a war upon this continent
ivernments, comparatively imbecile, tike those of Spain
il Portugal, and ill the last stages of political decrepiJe,owned and controlled hall the world. Magnificent
;ions, destined by Cod to be inhabited by millions of
iiuan beings, penetrated by great arteries, divided by
fly mountains, where were emboweled the riches of
e earth.prairies and pampas, and forests, as boundless
extent as they might be rendered fertile in their produces.allthese gills of nature to man were locked up,
ndered useless by the wretched policy or the little misibleintrigues of the courts of Madrid and of Lisbon.
Such was the condition of this continent, when we
me upon the scene of political action as one of the in(lendent[towers of the world. New interests then
use, and a new |iarty to assert and protect them. With
e change in our situation, came changes in our rights
d duties. It was obvious that many old thing* mutt

away. The first link in the chain of servile Conxionbetween Europe and America was broken. When
k whole connexion should be dissolved, became thencerthonly a question of time. For a while, however, we
d too much to do with the present, to take any accu:esurvey of the future. Emerging from a terrible war,
r first object was to repair its ravages, and recover
>m its material effects. We had then to consolidate out
vernment, and to accommodate our institutions, state
d general, to the new circumstances of our position;
d while we were doing this, that tremendous storm
3sc in Europe, which swept over the Old World, and,
ring its progress, involved all the nations of the earth,
ectly or indirectly, either in its operation or its elfects
nil this passed away, the government of the United
ites had no opportunity to investigate and assert the
w principles arising out of their independence and their
nnexion with the other communities of the American
ntinent. But the revolution of the S|>ariisli colonies gave
em this opportunity; ami their increased power gave to
5 Executive.if it did not give to Congress.the confincenecessary for decisive action. There was an Ameri11interest ujion this hemisphere, separate from the Euroininterest. The powers inhabiting it, besides their more
neral relation with the nations of the earth, had a polimorepeculiarly their own. The questions leading to
ir in Europe were almost as endless as many of them
>re futile. They were wars of succession, of interest,
aggrandizement, of resentment, and of almost every
ler passion which sways the human breast. Minions
d favorites and mistresses acted upon imbecile sover;nsand corrupt cabinets, and the peace of the world
is sacrificed to the most despicable motives. It would
illy appear in some of the. wars of modern times as

lugh [tower were sometimes placed in unworthy hands,
show how far human forbearance can be carried, and
. .1.....I,. 1,nntliro iio.rrn.WI YV>. rlosiroil to

e out of the sphere of such operations, and we couiii
t do so if they were brought into close contact with

Political propagandism has no place in our policy,
e prefer our own form of government, from a convic>nthat it is best calculated to promote our happiness;
d we rejoice when other nations are willing and, preredtoadopt it, from tin equal conviction that it will
imote theirs. But with a determination to judge for
rselves, we leave to them the same right. Certainly it
interesting to us that the States of this continent
otild be republican as well as independent. We can

limilate more readily with them, and we believe
;ir condition will be safer and more permanent,
it whatever form of government tliey might choose to

opt, it was for their interest and ours that they should
vnnce in all the elements of improvement, mora! aiid
iteria! ; that their powers should be developed, uid
sir own industry opened to the world, and that of the
arid to them. Connected with the nncertain and everangingfate of European sovereigns, their condition
>uld not only be precarious, continually exposed to
ir, but the sources of their prosperity would be locked
, as the miser locks up his treasures, which he
It neither use himself nor suffer to be used by others,
ic honorable senator from Connecticut has put to us the
gvinculum tid liominein, and has said that we are incontentin our principles, because wedo not interfere with
ance and England in their operations in the La Plata,
rtainly the war which has been waging there is one of
; most unjust in modem times: but sliil it is an open, pub-avowedwar.not, it is said, for the purposes of aggran:emerit,but with the professed view to terminate the
stilities which had long been going on between the inpendentStates on that river. The honorable gentleman,
I before said, has misconceived the nature of the princi!.We do not deny the right of the powers of Europe
go to war with the American States, when they have
use to do so; and of this they must judge for themvesWhen these wars, however, are undertaken for
; purpose of recolonizing any portion of this continent,
w hen that consequence is obviousiy to flow from them,
»n will come the tune to test the true principles of our

tion.
Beside these considerations, arising out of the material
il intellectual progress of the American States, there
is another more immediately affecting us, and which
could not neglect. One of these States, and the

>st important among them, was coterminous with us

>ng tlic whole extent of our southern frontier. Any
avulsion, internal or external, affecting her, could not
to engage our attention, as it could not fail to affect

r interest. Continually attached to a European sovegnty,she would be continually ex|>o.sed to the vicissileswhich such a state of things must necessarily bring
>- 1 (ho -von-,,, (ho |.,,.l ,.,.,l,l ,.v-

Ill ii; aim « n ...... .... ....... ^ .

sc our borders to ever-renewing dangers. And she,
>, is ultimately connected by jsisitiou and character
th thg States south of her, and their dangers would he
rs.
Hut it is objected that this principle is at war with the
lutary rule of non-intervention laid down by Mr .lettern,and now regarded as one of the received maxims of
r policy. Sir, ti'iis is not so. These declarations on
» subject of European recolouization are not for the
rpose of interfering with other powers, but to prevent
ler powers from interfering witlt us. No man will
try tins doctrine of non-intervention so far as to say
it it prohibits us from preventing the action, united or

igle, of other nations, who seek the adoption of measesatrecting our interest an I safety. If a league were

rming among the great powers of Europe, which, unrwhatever pretence, was seeking the establishment of
principle which would give to England the control of
e commerce of the world, must we sit still and calmly
vait its consummation, because, if we do not, we shall
terjere in the aflairs of other nations? and then,
hen the tune of trial c«mes, be compel led to resist by
ms, when a linn interposition and declaration of our
solution during the progress of the diplomatic measures
ight have thwarted the. objects of ambition, disguiseduler the pretence of philanthropy ? Thus to intertere is
} improper intervention, hut a high dictate of duty.deandedby the true principles of public safety
We desire 110 union of the American States, no leagueinvolve us in tbeii dif&efelties, or tberainouro; no
enema mission, to ojien a grnnd negotiation, and to openke wise a career of comjdnuued diplomatic relations, as
fficult to define in their principles as to control in their
ractical operations. We deetra the most perfect inde

|>endence for all of tliein, and the most amicable relation*
among themselves and with un. But we are determined,
so far as depends on us, that no Euro|>ean family principlesshall come to lind an abiding place U|>oii this continent,and to involve in wars, that do not interest theiu,
the various States which occupy it.
And, thanks to this "wretched," and "miserable," and

"unjust," and "rash and precipitate war," our voice
will now be heard and heeded through the world. Yes,
sir, that war thus characterized has sned a flood of gloiy
Upon this country which will irradiate its history for generationsyet to come. Its cost! its cost! is daily dinned
into our ears, as though there were nothing to be regardedbut money in the conduct ami character of natrons
It has cost much money.I do not deny it; though 1 believeit has been prosecuted with as much economy as is

practicable in such distant and extensive operations I
regret the cost, as I regret the necessity of the war which
led to it. But should we never get one foot of territory
from Mexico as an indemnity.and ap|iearances seem
now to indicate that infatuated counsels may prevail in
that unhappy country, and that we may be compiled to
hold on to the whole.but if we should never get one
foot, as an American citizen, loving iny country, and
having cause to love her, I would not sell my share ol
the glory we have acquired for many times my share of
the expense it has cost. It is not mere glory which this
war has brought us, though that is one of the essential
elements of national power; but it is character, and
distinction, and position, and beyond these strength and
safety Our territory is henceforth holy ground. No
hostile foot will pollute it. No foreign power will attack
us. No other war, I verily believe, will be necessary
for long years to come. Paradoxical as it may appear,
we shall have fought ourselves out of war. We were

comparatively unknown. Our flag, indeed, was everywherethe emblem and the evidence of our commercial
activity and enterprise. But our (tower to defend it was
little understood.I might rather say, utterly disregarded.
But the great experiment has been made, and we take
our acknowledged rank among the powerful nations of
the earth. The decree has gone forth, and he who runs
may read it. The entire political separation of this continentfrom Europe is not a question of fact, but of time
That event must come, and appearances augur that it will
come speedily. We inay well leave it to its own fullness
of time without any improper interference on our part.
But we are now called upon to make a practical applicationof the great principle I have been considering.

The condition of Yucatan, and the considerations connectedwith it, bring this subject directly before us. We
can enforce (he doctrine ; but we cannot enforce it withoutdischarging the duties which it brings with it. And
if we do not enforce it, we shall expose ourselves to eternalself-reproach and to the contumely of the world.

I have already briefly alluded to the condition of Yucatan.Its civilized population is placed, not between the
ocean and the frowning battlements which drive it back,
and where no human being can live; but between the
ocean and ruthless barbarians, possessing as little tnerct
as tbe sea into which they are driving their wretched
victims. It is one of those great cases in human affairs
which override all other considerations. Yucatan has a

light to go where she can, with her sovereignty in her
hand, and demand protection from the powers of the
earth, and otter her own allegiance in return for it. She
has gone to England and to Spain, and she has come to
us. She prefers our action to theirs; but if she cannot
get the one, she must accept the other. As to Spain, any
directive aid or any design of aggrandizement is probably
equally out of the question, and we have England alone
to look to in the solution of the question presented to us.
If we do not act, will she render tlie assistance demanded,
and accept the consideration which may accompany it ?
That she may do so, without giving us any just cause of
oflence whatever, and thus accomplish her mission withoutbeing involved in any controversy with us, is too
clear to be called in question. Interest, therefore, and
humanity, as well as the principles which from all time
have regulated her political conduct, prompt her to accede
to the demands of the government of Yucatan. The distinguishedsenator from South Carolina [Mr. Calhoun]thinks she will not; but whether he comes to
this conclusion from the facts in her past history or from
the circumstances of heppresent position, it seems to me
it is erroneous and unsafe.

1 shall not enter into any review of the system of Englishacquisition. I shall briefly allude to the subject, not
in the spirit of censure, though, indeed, there is too often
reason enough for that feeling, hut merely to recall the
principles of her policy, and to judge what she will do
by what she has done. The distinguished senator from
Kentucky [Mr. Crittenden] asks, and with some emphasis,wluit England wants of such a barren country as
Yucatan ? 1 ask him, in return, what she wants of such
barren rocks as Gibraltar, and St. Helena, and Aden, and
all the other barren rocks, and islets, and positions which
Why, sir, they are towers.some of them watch-towers,
ami others towers of safety.upon that wall of circumvallationthus beautifully designated the other day by the
honorable senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] with
which she has surrounded the world.
Mr. CtllTTKN DEN. Will the honorable senator alowme to make an inquiry.'
Mr. CASS. Certainly.
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the senator be pleased to

tell me.for 1 am uninformed and ignorant upon this
point.how near a man-of-war or seventy-four gun ship
can approach the promontory of Yucatan .'

Mr. CASS. 1 intended to advert to the subject connectedwith the inquiry of the honorable senator in anotherpart of my remarks, but I will now anticipate it. The
application of steam power to armed vessels has introducedan improvement which may occasion an entire
change in naval warfare. It is difficult to foresee
its consequences, or the effect it may hereafter produce.
One thing, however, is certain.that armed steam vessels,
of a size and draught suitable to the navigation they are

designed to encounter, will take a decisive part in naval
operations. Depots for fuel become, therefore, of paramountnecessity for commercial nations. Without them
their steam navigation will be circumscribed and inelficient.With them, to fnri|ish the supplies required to
vessels as they call for them, the world may be circumnavigated,and steam power everywhere used. Now,
sir, we have no places of deposite anywhere but at home,
and England has them everywhere. She has selected
her positions for that purpose with that foresight which
marks her character; and she will keep them at all times
supplied with abundance of necessary fuel. The advantagqishewill derive from this system of policy are'sufficientlyobvious; and we must depend upon our energy
to meet them as we best can when the proper time comes.
Now, sir, if England possesses the promontory of Yucajtan and the island of Cuba, she will build steain vessels
Suitable to tne harbors which may be found there vesselsof a light draught of water, but carrying a few heavy
"-uns. and capable of commanding the outlet of the gulf
floating batteries, in .fact, almost equal in efficiency to
permanent batteries, ready to be stationed in the narrow
channel, and completely to command it.

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The honorable gentleman has
not answered my question. Again I would inquire
whether there is any port in Yucatan into which a seventy-fourcan enter?
Mr. CASS. am aware, sir, that the water in the

neighborhood of Yucatan is shallow, and there are places
where large vessels cannot approach within some miles
of the land. But 1 repeat, that this consideration hecomescomparatively unimportant when we look to the natureof the vessels which will he employed, and upon the
protection they will find even upon a shallow coast.
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Again I ask the honorable senator,how near a seventy-four gunship can approach the

promontory of Y ucatan ?
Vt- I'Asis; Mr President. I eannnl trive :> dil-orl ,>i.l

professional answer to the question of the honorable senator.Our maps of Yucatan are mqierfecl; nnd how near

ships-of-the-line can approach its coast 1 do not know,
lint I beg the senator to recollect that no government in
its senses, |K}sseRsing the point of Yucatan, and the opposite|K)int of Cuba, would employ heavy ships-of-thelinepermanently to command the channel between them.
It would employ steam vessels of light draught, hut of
great power, which might find protection in the various
inlets to be found there. In looking at the eastern point
of the promontory of Yucatan, it will be seen that the
island of Cosamel stretches along it for some miles, with
a considerable channel between the island and the main,
which has probably a depth of water for vessels of a

uediuin burden, anil which would afford them adequate
protection.

[Since this colloquy, an official copy of a recent British
survey of the coast ot the. promontory has been received
it the office of the coast survey, in this city, and Lieut.
I'orter has been good enough to furnish me with the followingmemoranda fro ri it, which answer the inquiriesofthe senator from Kentucky, and place in a stronger
light than I had even anticipated, the value of the points
of Yucatan and Cuba:
" There is n fine harbor for any sire veeselj under the

island ofMuhBtvs, llio ewsternino-ii point of Yiiretari; and
it is protected from the winds in every direction""
"Both the h.irbors ol Ascension ami s4pir.ru bay are

good the latter capable ol holding a tnree Heel of the
he aviest kind ol English frigares and war-steamers. These
positions may be inade to com mend the outlet Of the Osalf."

" Tliere is goo<i mchorugti oft ilie northeast point ol
island ol Cooninel; ihia island appears ou incorrect cl
as halsc (Jape/ bin (Liere is no such place.'*

"Spiritu bay would contain a hundred steamers ol
largest class, and any number ol the smaller class."
" 1 here is also Hue anchorage at the northwest |s>in

the i-litnd olCubn tor any H/.e vessel.64 to 7 fathoms *

The territorial acquisitions which England has nr

through the world, have been selected with great si

city ; some for the pur|>oses of power and commerce,
others as positions where her vessels can find protec
and he refitted, and where supplies for their necess
ran always he found. She holus the southern poini
four continents, and entire possession of the fifth,
whole commerce of the world passes before her gs
The Falkland islands, near Cape Horn, give her
command of the passage round our hemisphere.
Cape ot flood Uo|>e gives her an equal control of
n avigation of Southern Africa. Aden is the key to
Red sea. The southern points of Asia, Cajie Come
on the east side of the bay of Bengal, and the Malt
cape, on the west, are commanded; the former by (
Ion, and the latter by Singapore; and to these she
recently added a part of Borneo and Labttan, in the Ini
Archipelagic New Holland, in the great Southern 1'
tic ocean, is one of her colonial de|>endencies, and
harbors are essential to I he navigation of that reg
Hong-Kong is her foothold upon the Chinese eni|
equally available for the pur|>oae8 of commerce now,
ot ambition hereafter. The rock of Gibraltar, wl
frowns over the entrance into the Medditerranean, i
the southern extremity of Kurope, and has been belt
her for a century and a half, to control its commerce,
is among the last positions from which she will retrea
So much for the jioliey of England, as deduced f

her conduct. If the distinguished senator from So
Carolina draws his conclusion that she will not inter
hi the concerns of Yucatan from the circumstances of
present position, 1 think his views are quite as unsafi
if it were drawn from her established system of act
Certainly there is much in her existing condition to
cite her own solicitude, and the attention of the wo
The honorable senator from Connecticut thinks she
reached, as he says, her culminating point. Perhaps
has; hut I shall not venture to speak dogmatically u
that question, f leave to a rasher or to a wiser man th;
am, to pronounce what is to be her future fate. 1
cerely hope that the political convulsions which si
now to be shaking the frame of the English govt
ineut, if not of English society, may pass away, le
ing the principles of freedom and" equality perfei
established, and those exclusive privileges which
vale the hundreds and press down the millions
ever abolished. To free England from many of
arbitrary tendencies which prevail there, would be to

measure now to be attained. She is yet the strongh
ol many principles at war with human happiness;
if she surrendered to the advancing spirit of the age,
example would exert a most salutary effect upon
other nations of Europe. But however this may be,
England is not to be annihilated, nor her spirit, nor'in
ligenee, nor energy destroyed. She will have a gove
ment, be it monarchical or republican ; and she is not
ing suddenly to change the identity of her characteridentitywhich belongs as much to nations as tolndix
uals.to relinquish all her projects of aggrandizement,
to abandon, without ell'ort, the high position she hold:
the world. Why, sir, republics are asjealous of their rigl
and as linn in their determination to defend them, as

proudest monarches. Every schoolboy can tell us of
bright days of Greece and Rome, when power was ei
cised by all, and when all were equally interested in
glory and prosperity of their common country. And
see the prevalence ot the same spirit in modern till
when Venice, and Genoa, and Holland, almost gover
in succession the commerce of the world, and when
French republic marched over Enrope, prostrating
ensigns of royalty in its victorious career. The nati
of the old hemisphere will come out of their inter
struggles fitted, 1 trust, to enjoy free institutions, and |
pared to maintain them, and determined to be ri\
henceforth.not in war, but in intelligence, in indusl
and in productiveness.

In recalling the history of English territorial acqu
tion, I do not recollect one in the long list.except, [
haps, Scotland, which was joined to her, or rather wn
she joined by succession.which was not made by
word. And is it probable she would reject one

peacefully and voluntarily offered to her? When did
put aside, even with the affectation of coyness, the cro
>f territorial aggrandizement ? When uid she say A
<pi.icopari, with the initre within her reach ? Anil th
you, sir, that she will commence her career of mode
ton, when the functions of conqueror and protector <

be united without guilt and without reproach? when
can gratify at once her ambition and her philanthroi
and when the same act will elevate her character and
tend her dominion ? To believe all this, is to reject
lessons of experience and the motives of human c>
duct, whether personal or national. History, we
told, is philosophy teaching by example. If the
atnples of aggrandizement in the history of E
land, furnished by her conduct under ever-vary
circumstances, and too often with an utter dts
gard of the dictates of justice and the opinion of
world, do not teach us the philosophy of her past act
and the probability of her future, we may as well cl
the records of human experience, and abandon eventf
the doctrine of chances, seeking neither to control
direct them. 1 think, sir, we might have safely arri'
.it the conclusion, even prior to this debate, that Yuca
would not apply to bnglanu lor assistance in vain, uni
there were controlling circumstances to forbid her ini
lerence. But, as if to rebuke us for any doubt upon
subject, since ibis discussion commenced, it has been
certained that at least four companies of British tro
have marched into the Yucatan territory from Bali
1'his is the act of the colonial authority; and the mo
irient itself is not sufficient to excite any apprehensi
as to ulterior designs. But it is one of the signs of
times, and shows pretty clearly that the colonial gove
inent expected support at home. What the several W
India governments may do, is not known. If they foil
the same course, a formidable force maybe collectei
Yucatan. Now I do not undertake to say what the E
lish government will do under existing circuinstam
Much may depend upon considerations, both exter
and internal, not to be appreciated here. The honora
senator froin Connecticut asks if we could complr
should England grant the assistance which we refu
Certainly not, sir; and it is this very view of the ma
which excites my solicitude. 1 have no belief that E
land, at this moment, when the waters around her are

troubled, would take possession of Yucatan by foi
But, invited there by the Yucatese people, under a press
emergency, she has a right to go there.and to rem
there, too, if she will.as a proper consideration for
services.

1 now come, Mr. President, to other, and peril
graver considerations, directly or indirectly involved
iliis question. The Gulf of Mexico is the reservoir of
great river of the North American continent, whose
portance it is as difficult to realize, as it is the value of
country which must seek an outlet to the ocean throi
its waters. That country is nearly equal to all Eur
in extent, embracing twenty-five degress of latitude:
thirty-five of longitude upon the great circles of
globe. This vast basin extends from the summit of
Alleghany to the summit of the Rocky mountains,:
its population now equals eight millions. The man
lives who was living when almost the first tree fell
fore the woodman's stroke in this great domain, and
man is now living who will live to see it contain
hundred millions of people. Already the hardy west
pioneer has cro sed the barrier of the Rocky mountai
ind the forest is giving way before human industry u|
the very shores that look out upon China and Jap
The Mississippi is the great artery of this region, whi
drawing its supplies from the fountains of the noi

pours them into the ocean under a tropical sun, and dra
in its own course, and in the course of its mighty tri
taries.tributaries in name, but equals and rivals in fac
the most magnificent empire winch God, in his pro
dence, has ever given to man to reclaim and enjoy,
have myself descended that great stream two thous;
miles ia a birch canoe, admiring the country throi
which it passes in a state of nature, and lost in the ci

templatioii of what that country is to be when subdi
hu hiiiTiitn indn^trv Tho «tuti«iir.A nf Atirh a rofinn
years to come is a subject too vast fur calculation,
extent, fertility, salubrity, means of internal navigati
and the character of the people who will inhabit it, ba
all efforts to estimate its productiveness; the trib
which its industry will i»ay to the wants of the wo
and the supplies which the comfort and habits of its p
pie may require.

During the palmy days of Napoleon, it is said, that
of his projects was to convert the Mediterranean inl
French lake. England has nearly done what defied
power and ambition of the great conaneror. She has
no*t converted it into an English lake in time of vi
Gibraltar commands its entrance, Malta the channel
twaen Sicily and Africa, and the Ionian islands the i
ters of the Levant. There were good reasons for beli
ing, a short time since, that England was seeking to
tain a cession of the island of Crete, the ancient ktngd
of Minos, which would give her the port of Canea, t

itm I found one of the moat magnificent harbors in the world,
uirt» equally capacious and secure It England, in the pursuitof the same system, should acquire similarcommaud*'"*ing positions on tne Gulf of Mexico, that great reservoir
( o| would become a mare c/ausum, and no keel would plough
>» it, nor con vase whiten it in time of war, but by her perladem'88'on- Now, sir, looking to the extent of our coast in

that direction.to the productions winch must pass there
and Ito *ee't a mar''e'.'" '"e nature of our population.and to
tion '^e upon all these, which a permanent naval
ities !jU|>eriority would produce.where is the American who
|M (l| is not prepared to adopt auy measures to avert such a

The calal"'IOUS 8la'e °f things ? Who can fail to see the naltture of the predatory warfare which England would curry
the on' a" 'l"ne8 °f Hostilities, from her various positions,
The w'''ch w°uld encircle the Gulf, from the Bahamas to
jj e

Cuba and to Yucatan ? and who also can fail to see that
the eveu 111 ,'n"u H' I,eace> ^l(!r many harbors would become

places of refuge lor a certain class of our population, and
' that per|>etual collisions would occur, involving the peace

of the two countries ?

has ^u'' °f Mex'co» s'r> "lust be practically an Amerilian0,111 'u^e f°r t'le &rea' purpose of security.not to ex'acic'ude other nations from its enjoyment, but to prevent
j(~ any dominant power, with foreign or remote interests,

ion ^ro,n controlling its navigation. 11 becomes us to look
>ire our difficulties in the face. Nothing is gained by blink

anJing a great question. Prudent statesmen should survey
licit 't; a,H''as far as may be, provide for it. We have, in1(Ja{ deed, no Mount Carrnel, like that of Judea, nor prophet to
j |)V ascend it and to warn us against a coming storm. But
anil l'le home of every citizen is a Mount Carrnel for us,
J whence he can survey the approaching cloud, even when
rom no bigger than a man's hand, which threatens to overth8PreaJ 'he political atmosphere, and to burst in danger
fere upon his country. It should be a cardinal principle in
her our Po'icy. never to be lost sight of, that the command of
e as l'le Mexico must never pass into loreign hands,
ion ',s Krea' geographical features indicate at once our safcex^ty and our danger. From the southern point of Florida
irld '° Yucatan, the chord of the arc does not probably exjlaJSceed 250 miles.a shorter distance than that from 1 uca8jjetan to Vera Cruz. From the southern point of Florida
Don toCuba.it is not more than forty miles; and from the

| western extremity of Cuba to the peninsula of Yu
catan, it is not more than sixty miles. These two out»em'ets.''lt: 'a"cr .11110 'he Caribbean sea, and the former

* into the Atlantic ocean.do not, therefore, exceed too

IV- '"'les in their united width, and together make the exit
' and entrance of the Gulf. Opposite the mouth of the
»|e. Mississippi is the noble harbor of Havana, almost within
For- °' wh'c'1 'lle whole commerce of the Gulf passes.
t|le England has already got the Bahama islands, with the
do 'lorl °f ^"aiS8au> a,llf "'her positions. So long as Cuba

icil ilr"f Yucatan are held by their present possessors, neither
|0U we nor the commercial world have anything to fear from

j English projects, whatever they may be. But let their
tl dominion be transferred to England, and where are we

t|le The mouth of our great river might at any time he herHjrmetically sealed, and the most disastrous injuries in.,
' Ihcted upon us. One important step in the command of

the outlet of the Gulf of Mexico she has already taken:rn" liv lh. nI the Rahamaa If vhe pm!* i.pa.-eahlp

*i" possession of Yucatan, by our remissness, she will have
taken the second. Cuba may be the last. 1 will ask the

I distinguished senator from ,South Carolina if he would
' advocate the interference of this country by force, if

l . England were attempting by force to take possession of
Yucatan? And if iie would.as I believe he would.

the 'low C!l" 'le C0MSt'11' to permit her to do peacefully what
we may peacefully prevent.' I have already, sir, alluded

.1 to the effects which steam-navigation is to produce upon
the commercial and military marine of the world; anil
the various harbors and inlets of these possessions would

tied' rendezvous whence armed steam-vessels would issue
the to l>rey uf011 our commerce, to close the great channels
the communication, or to carry on marauding expe0_gditions against our coast. England has recently

extended her possessions south of Belize by the
acquisition of Indian territory. The honorable senator
from New York [Mr. Dix] brought this subject
before us some time since, and exposed the details
nf tier tnrtiioim pnliry The MpSUUitO kilUT. as lie is
calleil.the chiet of a tribe of Iiidlaiis occupying a por~tion of the coast.somehow or other passed under Eng

J lish pupilage, ft is said that he made the Queen his
the residuary legatee, and thus the country and its inhabitjrants have gone to increase the dominion of England. A
gjle cheap mode, this, of acquisition.much more economical
wn than Indian councils, Indian presents, and Indian annuirolotles'

jnj. Mr. President, many of the great principles of national
,ra_ action depend on existing circumstances. There arc few
"an mere <l<tcstions of abstract right in the intercourse of
gj)e nations. Peaceable acquisitions of territory, or acquisi,vj tions in a just war, can give no offence, unless to nations
JL'm whose safely they endanger. Where this is the case,
the they may he protested against, or resisted if necessary.

It is a question which each nation must judge for itself,
ar" and upon its own responsibility, but one which it ought
e. to judge fairly. Much of the "public law of the world is

founded upon this principle of safety, and the elementary
j,,,r works abound with its illustrations. Traces of it are to

ire_ be found in all the questions about the balance of power
jhg in Europe,.in the disputes concerning Malta, and Aljongiers, and Belgium, and many other subjects which have
ogp engaged the attention of governments, and formed the
510 labors of diplomatists. Its perversion has, no doubt, led
nor to abuses, as has the perversion of many other

, principles; but its foundation rests in the nature

(an of things. Self-defence is as incident to communities as

es3 to individuals, and a provident forecast requires us to

[er. watch any dangerous projects of domination, and to pro-
tjle vide for them as we can. I repeat, that a nation under
ag_ these circumstances must judge lor itself. Proximity of

situation, the nature of the intercourse resulting from it,' commanding positions to do injury, and other considerations,are alleleinents to be taken into view. Inmyopinollg
ion, we owe it to ourselves to avow distinctly to the

the wor'd> that the attempt to procure the transfer of Cuba
ril_ from Spain to any other nation, whether peaceably or

-egj forcibly, would be resisted by the whole power of this
ow country. To others, it may be .a question of territorial
I jn aggrandizement, or of mercantile cupidity. But to us, it

is a question of necessity ; I had almost said of political
>eg life or death. It would become the gate to close the great
nai river of our country. The waters of that river, therejjleafter as heretofore, would reach the Gulf, but its comjjnmcrce would never reach the ocean. The distinguished
Ac'f senator froin Kentucky says that while we reproach the
j(er ambition of England, we go on acquiring; and asks, where
|1!r_ we shall stop. 1 do not know where we shall stop.
,,n That decree is probably not yet written But we seek nod"

."on I,,;,,.-.. I<"utrI *ti.I -n>.I wa Juairn in

in,r turn that she should seek none which will injure us.

aj|^ The principles involved in this system of policy have
|ler already been asserted and acted upon by the United States.

rhey will be found in the proceedings respecting Florida,
a,)8 in the icts of Congress of 15th January, 1811, of March
Ju 3,1811, and of February 3, 1813. It was then declared

t)le that the influence which the destiny of territory adjoining
jm. the United States nuiy have upon their security, Iranthequdhty, and commerce, is a just motive for interference;
jy-lj "and that the United States cannot see any part of the
jpe territory pass into the hands of any foreign power; and
lll(| that a du regard to their own safety compels them to

the provide, under certain contingencies, for the temporary oc-

j|)e cupation of the said country." ,

in,l 1 understand from one of our associates in this body,
yet who is not likely to he deceived, that either in the biogra-
be- I'hy of Mr. Jelferson, or in his correspondence, similar
tile v'ews are expressed by him respecting the condition and
auc importance of Cuba, and the interest which the United
,,rn States have in its ultimate late. 1 have not had time to

ns ascertain the fact by reference to the works referred to.
If it is so, it is hut one proof the more of the sagacity

an of that great patriot and sta'esman, and of the decision
cl,| of character which marked his course through life. 1
-jj,* have run my eye, however, over his correspondence on

II18 the subject of Florida, and I find the true doctrine enuuciatedand defended, there as distinctly as it is asserted in
t_ the acts of Congress I have quoted, and which received
lVj. the sanction of his friend and successor, Mr. Madison.

1 I trust that the intrigues of no nation will ever compel
lll(j us to take forcible possession of Cuba. But it seems to

me, that the more the subject is examined, both here and
on. in Spain, the more obvious it will he, thai it is in the in-
jei] terest of both countries that the island should be ceded to

Mn us for a reasonable consideration. But the details ol

I(g such a question are better fitted for diplomatic arrangeon'ment than for legislative discussion. I shall therefore
jfle not enter into them here, contenting myself with express-
ule nig the hope that the whole subject will not fail to enrid,the attention of every existing administration till a

ro\ successful result is obtained. Such negotiations are de-
layed or hastened by the condition of things in Europe,

5ne and by events, which, though they cannot be foreseen, j
toa yet exert a decisive influence when they occur. And our »hoExecutive should be ready to give to these a proper diaj.rection.
rar. Unfortunately for the stability of the Spanish mon-

hp. arch v. for almost a century and a half.since the death.
indeed, of ibe last kin* of the house of Austria.Spain

ev- ban been convulsed by questions of succession aim by
oh- Umily difficulties, which hare exhausted her power, and
om almost ruined her prosperity. The vast empire acquired
hat by the romantic but barbarous exploits of Cortex and

I'i/.arro and Alinagm, has fallen to pieces, and but a !n
fragment of it remains.a sad memorial,as it were, of de- i|parted greatness The jewels in her crown have been Ml
left from it, and it has lost all its splendor. Looking at K]the present condition of Spain, there is no reason to nope jjthat the difficulties immediately before her are less grave £9
than those she has passed through. Internal tranquillity
seems yet far ott. and external circumstances are equally *

unfavorable The disposition of the few colonial depen- ,'i
dencies she yet retains, will come up for discussion every &
tune she is involved in a domestic ora foreign war. The it
fate of the island of Cuba will be thus uncurtain, to its j
own injury and to our dauger.

_
Doubts nave been expressed here as to the designs of J

England upon Cuba. Well, sir, we have no direct evidenceupon that subject, nor can we expect to have it.
England is wary ill her negotialiona; and they have of- *

ten become known but by tneir consummation. But rumors.thoseprecursors of coming diplomatic events.
have prevailed for many j ears, that she entertained this i'
design, and they have been firmly believed both in Eu- i
rope and in this country. It has been repeatedly snid *

that she had demanded the island, either in ahaolnte con- H
veyance, or as a mortgage for the payment of the debts igdue to her people, and also to satisfy the claims she herselfhad for expenditures made on account of Spain in
her great struggle with Napoleon. These rumors have '

been credited by our own government; and in 1840, during i
Mr. Van Buren's administration, Mr. Forsyth, who then v
presided over the Department of State, so honorably for ^
iiimself, and so usefully for his country, called the whole
subject to the attention of our diplomatic agentat Madrid. "t
lie stated the conviction that these efforts had more than <
once been made ; and then bringing to the notice of our j
charge the great imiKirtance of Cuba to the United States, V
and to their indisposition to see it transferred to any other
power, he directed him to make proper representations to
the court of Madrid upon the subject. %
Mr. WESTCOTT nere asked leave to interrupt Mr.

Cass, and went on to make some remarks respecting a r"
letter written hy Mr. Calhoun, when Secretary of State.
to Mr. King, then the American minister in Paris, which .j
contained some allusion to slavery. Mr. W. also took ji
the opportunity to express the opinion, that England J
meditates the acquisition of Cubaand Yucatan, and among :

other reasons, in order to assail the domestic institutions ''j
of the south.

Mr. CALHOUN defended his letter, and said that he
might add, with an honest pride, that it had contributed s

to produce a change of sentiment in England, which had 1
diminished her attachment to abolition to such an extent,
that she is now attempting to resuscitate a trade very
much like the slave trade, with a view to the restoration
of the prosperity of her West India colonies. j 'j'Mr. CASS continued More recently, sir.indeed, du- 1
ring the present session of Congress.a discussion arose
in the British House of Commons, confirming all the ru- I
mors to which I have alluded, and which may well cx- ?
cite our apprehensions, and call upon us for decisive action.On the 4th of February last, Lord George Bentinck,
one of the principal statesmen of England, and the leader 1-j
of the Tory party in the House of Commons, in a discus- ;
sion on the slave trade, said; "He had read in the Times
an extract from a United States paper, in which it was ,y
stated that if the United StateH did not possess herself of j
Cuba, Great Britain would; and that England had a
greater claim by one hundred fold to Cuba than the UniledStates had to Mexico, because a sum of JE43,000,000 »J
was due to British subjects, and Cuba was hypothecated
for the debt, &c. He would therefore say at once, let '

thein take possession of Cuba, and settle the question altogetheiet them distrain upon it for the just debt due. ^
and too long in vain.from the Spanish government." '1

He added: "They would put an end to the slave-trade if '

they could emancipate the slaves of Cuba." Credat JitdaiisApella. Let him who will believe that any motive *.

of philanthropy enters into this system of policy. The
cloven foot peeps out below, where the speaker says,
' Then, depend upon it, when Great Britain possessed
the Havana, as once she did in 1702, when she held it for ' \
about a year, and then exchanged it for the PlOridas, had ...

WHEN SHE COULD CUT THE TRADE Or AMERICA IN TWO, Mk
no more boasts would be heard of what the United States
could do," &c. These are plain thoughts, sir, and plainly
spoken, and spoken by a high man in a high place. '

Mr. CALHOUN. The design was disavowed by the "

British minister.
, ]S

Mr. CASS. I do not find it so, sir. What the British j
minister said was anything but a disavowal. Here it is. i,
all he said upon this subject. The speaker is the Chaucel- '

lorofthe Exchequer.the organ of the British cabinet upon i
subjects of commerce: "Neither did he propose to follow jhis noble friend through his arguments in support of the /proposition that we should foreclose upon Cuba, and take
possession of that dependency as a lien for the benefit of \
the Spanish bondholders." j
Mr. CALHOUN. There is somewhere a more direct jdisavowal. j.
Mr. CASS. I cannot find it, sir, and I think the senatorfrom South Carolina is in error. But it matters little

whether it is so or not. Formal disavowals cost but little,and prove nothing. 1,
Mr. CALHOUN. Lord George Bentinck is not a memberof the British cabinet, nor is he at the head of the <

Tory party. j jAir. CASS. I knew he is not in the cabinet, sir: but
he certainly leads the Tory interest in the House of Commons,and speaks the sentiments of a large portion of >
the English politicians. My object is to snow that the
acquisition of Cuba is one of the objects of British polity.And 1 certainly do show it, when I show that the jproject is distinctly avowed and recommended by a lead- ;
ing member of the House of Commons, exerting a powerfulinfluence over one of the two great parties into
which the country is divided, and who, in the mutation of
English politics, may be prime minister to-morrow.

I do not know, sir, that any one proposes, under existingcircumstances, ts send forces to Yucatan with any 5
design of holding permanent possession of the country. /.

The President in his message openly disclaims any such
view, and our proceedings here are based upon the same
letermination. We go there to aid the Yucatecos in this
their day of extremity; not only in obedience to the dictatesof humanity, but as a great measure of public policy,
to prevent that region from falling into other hands. Our .i
duty fulfilled, tranquillity restored, and the government
of the country placed in the exercise of its legitimate ,

f unctions, we shall have discharged our trust, and can
then retire with safety and with honor.
A great deal has been said here, sir, respecting the

connexion between Yucatan and Mexico, anu of the difficultieswhich this connexion places in the way of our
action. 1 am not going to enter into the casuistry of poli- 5
tics upon this subject. It is no place for subtle distinctions.intothe "sophisms and abstruse speculations" (to *

use the language of Mr. Sierra) by which equity and.jus-
uw arc Tuytiyicu. a iiu |»vmuiuh uuiiuo wiiiui nave ucrcloforemuted those two countries, always sat loosely up- ,}
in both; and he who forms his judgment of their
connexion by the principles of our own confederation,
will sacrifice truth to a false analogy. Yucatan was a !
lovereign State. It joined the Mexican confederacy, ' '

and became one of its members upon the terms prescribedin the act of union. How often those terms
have been violated, and that union virtually dissolved,
do not stop to inquire. One-tenth part of the abu- . ;

<es perpetrated in the name of the Mexican goveranent,if perpetrated here, would long ago have rent '

ihis league asunder, and would have reduced it to its
original elements. The State of Yucatan is now over- j
run by a domestic enemy. Protection is due to her
from tne Mexican confederation, ft is one of the very
rases for which she yielded up her sovereignty, and almostthe principal one where the aid of the general governmentcan be needed. But that protection is not granti'd.Perhaps it cannot be; and perhaps it would not be,
if it could. Be this as it inay, the result to Yucatan is
the same. She bartered her allegiance for protection.
1'hey must go together; and this principle is now everywhereacknowledged. The rights of the Mexican con- [
federation are (if I may so speak) artificial, and the confederationitself destructible. But the rights of the States
ire permanent, and their sovereignties indestructible,
l'heir governments are responsible for the safety and haplinessof their people, and they must control the theasireswhich are necessary to secure them. Tn this Case,
he government of Yucatan is endeavoring to fulfil its
luty and as they have a right to go anywhere for aid, so
my one has a right to aid them, unless prevented by parunount considerations. If we were at peace with Mcx- 1
co, as England and Spain are, we should hate the tameight which they have to render tnis assistance. The
'ery extremity o? the case creates its own principles.Does theexisting war with Mexico limit our rigfits or eon -

trol our dunes in this respect ? Certainly not, while the war
is going on; for during that time we can carTy on our operationswherever we please, and for what purpose we

please, throughout the whole Mexican confederacy. But
it has been objected, during the course of this discussion,
by the senator from Delaware, [Mr. Clatton,] and the
senator trom Kentucky, [Mr Crittenden,] and the
senator from Maryland, [Mr. Johnson,] that the existing
armistice with Mexico interpose* insuperable Obstacles
to our action. 1 think this opinion is founded in error,
which a little reflection will remove. The obiect of an

armistice is to k<-ep two military parties within given
positions, and to prohibit any operations or increase of

' i


